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LB Enfield Responses to Encaf Questions Dated 3rd April 2020 
 
A Strategy 
 
1. LBE is directly responsible for only 2% of borough emissions. Why does 

the strategy focus on the 2% rather than the 98%? What plans does the 
Council have to reduce emissions NOT under its direct control? 

 
The draft Climate Action Plan (CAP), on Page 5, addresses this: 
 
The first area – the Council’s operations – sets out how we will reduce the 
Council’s own emissions to zero and we have set targets for how we will achieve 
this. 
 
The actions we are taking to influence reduction in emissions across the whole 
borough are set out in the other areas of our plan. Although we have not set 
targets for reducing emissions across the whole borough at this stage, this is 
something we expect to be able to do in future, following further developments in 
national legislation, regulation and policy. We expect this to develop in the 
coming years as a result of the Government’s Net Zero target for the UK. 
 
However, given the question posed we will look at how we can make our 
approach more explicit. 

 
2. The climate emergency requires rapid and profound changes in our 

economy. Why does the Council prefer that Enfield should be a laggard in 
moving to the low-carbon economy? 

 
The Council have committed to being carbon neutral by 2030 or before, even 
where this means making difficult choices to ensure we can deliver on our 
strategy while balancing a budget as a local authority with a huge range of 
challenges, responsibilities and ambitions for local people. 
 
As the Chair of the CCTF I spoke at length with Basil Clarke from Palmers Green 
Community about timescales and speed of action 
(https://www.palmersgreencommunity.org.uk/pgc/environmental-issues/2419-six 
months-on-from-the-climate-emergency-declaration-what-has-the-council-done-
so-far). 

 
3. Some UK Councils (eg Haringey, Wandsworth, Nottingham, Stroud and 

Warwick) have made very rapid progress in addressing the climate 
emergency. Have you made contact with these councils? What have you 
learnt from them? 

 
Enfield has been keeping abreast of the work of other Councils and, as well as 
existing engagement with our peers, has been involved in groups which are 
looking at addressing climate change, including those being supported by 
London Councils. We have and will continue to look at best practice when 
developing and delivering our actions. 
 
As the Chair of the CCTF I speak with other Cabinet Members from other local 
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authorities on a regular basis and the message from them is to get the strategy 
right first time, and this is what I hope we have done. 
 
As a local authority we are under severe financial pressure following a decade of 
brutal cuts made to our budget and without significant financial intervention from 
government, Enfield, and all of the other local authorities you mention above, will 
struggle to meet targets. It is now time for this government to get serious about 
its Net Zero policy with realistic investment. 

 
4. How soon will the council limit its purchases of goods and services to 

suppliers with a strong record on emissions reduction? 
 

Our approach is set out on Page 24: 
 
Key actions to influence our partners and suppliers 
 
Review and update our approach to procurement to ensure we assess and 
effectively evaluate the environmental impact of goods and services in order to 
minimise carbon emissions and reduce the risk of negative impact on the 
environment from goods and service we use. 
 

B Housing 
 
1. The emissions embodied in building materials are the single largest part of 

the Council’s scope 3 emissions. What will the Council do, at Meridian 
Water and more broadly, to require the use of low-carbon building 
materials? 

 
P16 refers to this: 
 
With the level of current and projected level of development for Enfield and the 
need for more housing, more scrutiny of the emissions from the materials used in 
construction is needed. The ‘embodied carbon’ of developments is something 
that Enfield take seriously. 
 
However, it does not appear that there is a specific action in the CAP to address 
this so we will look to include one. 

 
2. Building retrofit is bedevilled by biased advice and poor work. What steps 

will the Council take to ensure that residents and building owners have 
access to well-informed, independent advice on energy saving measures? 

 
On Page 17 there are actions in relation to retrofit: 
 
Work with partners to increase retrofitting in the private rented sector and for 
owner occupied homes to EPC Level C or above 
 
Continue to use our powers to ensure that properties in the private rented sector 
meet the statutory minimum level of energy efficiency 
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The need for good quality advice and installations is something that can be 
considered as part of the delivery of these actions. 

 
3. How quickly will the Council tighten the Buildings Regs to require 

passivhaus or equivalent? 
 

This question was addressed in a previous response to Encaf: 
 

There are already standards in relation to energy efficiency in new buildings, for 
example Passivhaus, and the Council is committed to making our new 
developments sustainable. We do not have powers to change building 
regulations at a local level, and we do not support setting other local standards.  
We want government to set national standards which will drive up the quality of 
new buildings across the country. 

 
4. Gas is responsible for 70% of domestic emissions. Will the council ban the 

installation of gas boilers in new homes before the national ban comes into 
force? 

 
The Council does not have the power to ‘ban’ certain types of equipment but we 
will support the national requirement to move to other types of heating sources by 
2025. 
 

C Transport 
 
1. What evaluation has the Council made of the scope to replace physical 

meetings with teleconferencing? Are the Council’s teleconferencing 
facilities adequate? 
 
The Council already supports staff to work from home and has IT systems which 
allow for this. Similarly, the Council has invested in IT which allows staff to utilise 
teleconferencing. In recent weeks these systems have been tested and are more 
than adequate.  
 

2. Electric vehicles will play a key part in reducing transport emissions. What 
steps will the Council take to ensure that people without off-street parking 
can easily recharge their electric cars? 

 
Page 14, under the heading “Reduce emissions from road-based transport”, has 
a related action: 
 
Increase the provision of electric vehicle charging infrastructure both on our roads 
and in new developments. 
 
A more detailed approach is being developed to support delivery against this 
action.  
It should be noted that our overarching priority is to encourage people to use 
active and sustainable transport modes and reduce their overdependence on 
private vehicles. 
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3. Only one bus route through Enfield is run by low-emission busses. Will the 
Council press TfL to bring in lower emission buses throughout Enfield 
(indeed, London)? 

 
Page 14, under the heading “Reduce emissions from road-based transport”, has 
a specific action: 
 
Work with TfL to increase the number of low and zero emission buses. 
 

D Energy Generation 
 
1. What steps is the Council taking to de-carbonise its own energy sources 

and those of Enfield residents and organisations? 
 
The notes of the February 2020 Climate Change Task Force meeting confirmed: 
 
“…there is now a specific target of switching to 100% Renewable Energy 
Guarantees Origin (REGO) certified renewable electricity supply by 2024, at 
the latest, with a decision already having been taken for Council offices to switch 
on 1st October 2020. Given there are contractual obligations, switching of 
contracts will take place as and when there are opportunities such as break or 
renewal dates.” 
 
Page 20 of the CAP notes: 
 
To become a carbon neutral organisation and to reduce the borough’s overall 
emissions, we will promote renewable and low carbon energy generation. This 
includes continuing to invest in low carbon heating through Energetik, and also 
reviewing the council’s land ownership to identify opportunities for renewable 
energy generation. 
 
There are also related targets at the bottom of Page 21. 

 
The details of this approach will be developed, so it is useful for Encaf to have 
highlighted that we should be clear what role the Council will play in supporting 
renewable and low energy uptake more generally. 
 

2. What plans does it have to install solar panels on its own buildings? What 
will it do to encourage others in the borough to do the same? 

 
Page 21 of the CAP highlights a recent success: 
 
Installation of 150kW of solar panels on the Civic Centre, providing renewable 
energy to the building. 
 
There is also a specific action: 
 
Review the council’s land ownership to look at renewable energy generation 
options, such as wind and solar 
 
There are also related targets at the bottom of Page 21. 
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It is useful for Encaf to have highlighted that we should be clear what role the 
Council will play in supporting solar installation more generally. This will be part of 
the work developing the detail to support delivery of this action. 

 
3. Is there scope to install wind turbines on farm land or in the borough’s 

industrial areas for use by the businesses there? 
 
As Chair of the CCTF I am keen to exploit the opportunity for wind turbines in the 
parts of our borough that have been deemed suitable from previous studies that 
have taken place. I was also recently pleased to see the government announce 
that it will remove the pointless block against onshore wind projects by allowing 
schemes to compete for subsidies. 

 
Page 21 of the CAP includes a specific action: 
 
Review the council’s land ownership to look at renewable energy generation 
options, such as wind and solar 
 
There are also related targets at the bottom of Page 21. 
 
It is useful for Encaf to have highlighted that we should be clear what role the 
Council will play in supporting others to utilise wind power. This will be part of the 
work developing the detail to support delivery of this action. 

 
4. Will the Council consider purchasing energy from a firm dedicated to the 

supply of renewable energy to help boost that sector? 
 

This can be considered as part of the delivery of the related CAP action as set 
out on Page 21: 
 
Develop a 10-year energy strategy to deal with anticipated changes in energy 
markets over the next decade, prioritising renewable energy both in procurement 
and on site. 

 
E Other 

 
1. How does the Council expect to increase the recycling rate? How much and 

by when? 
 
Starting on P18 there is a section which deals specifically with Waste. This 
includes actions and targets for increasing recycling rates: 
 

 
 

2. Will the Council ensure that all Enfield pupils learn about the climate 
emergency? 
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P24 includes a specific action: 
 
Encourage and support schools in their work to cut carbon and raise the 
importance of adaptation and mitigation, including by holding a school climate 
summit in autumn/ winter 2020. 

 
3. What is the council’s strategy for planting trees in the borough? How does 

it plan to safeguard these trees for future generations? 
 

Starting on P22 there is a section which deals specifically with Natural landscape. 
This has actions which include planting trees: 
 
Deliver a tree planting programme in the north of the borough over ten years with 
identified carbon savings per sapling over a 25 year period. This includes planting 
the first 100,000 new trees by winter 2021 in northern Enfield to recreate an area 
of ancient woodland which could capture up to 234 tonnes of carbon emissions 
each year. 
 
Develop our approach to increasing green infrastructure, including urban trees, 
particularly in areas of the borough where this is currently lacking. 
Integrate green infrastructure features such as rain gardens and trees into the 
Meridian Water development. 
 
There is also a related target on P23. 
 
The point about safeguarding is well made and will be addressed in our detailed 
plans. 


